Guidelines for 

Photography Trip Leaders
Planning a Photography Field Trip
Getting Ready 

· Get yourself ready first. 

· Keep your outdoor and photo equipment organized and ready to go. 

· Plan and organize your trip.
· Research the trip — use hiking, nature, or travel books and magazines.  
Many trips are in the photo database at:  (need new URL - use the Internet links in the database for more info). 
· Make a plan – and an alternate plan for bad weather.

· Get help from the field trip coordinator or more experienced leaders if you need it.
· Learn to use management tools to keep track of details for complex trips – 
cars, equipment, food, lodging, maps, guides, and weather reports. 

· Check other factors in the area that may affect your trip (e.g., festivals, sports schedules, road construction, etc.). 
Special Planning Considerations for Photo Trips

Plan to be in the best photographic 
locations during the magic hour(s) or 
soft (slightly overcast) midday light. 
Plan to use harsh midday light periods to 
travel, do action photography, 
eat, and/or socialize.

Scouting

· It is very helpful to scout the route and talk to the ranger station in advance, especially if you have not done the trip in awhile.  Previous trip leaders can also provide info.

· Recent weather, trail, and road conditions may affect the route, especially in the spring and winter.  
Check them just before the trip. 

Compiling Your Trip List

· Photo trip participants can signup at the website or directly with you by phone or email, but NOT thru the clubhouse.
· Print out the roster from the website and take it on the trip with you.

__________________________________________________________

Communicating with Participants Before the Trip
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Email Participants

· Email trip participants a week before a day trip to confirm (more for longer trips). 
· Discuss trip specifics:
· How long you expect the trip to last and what you expect to see, including photographic possibilities;
· What equipment is needed (food, water, clothing, camera gear, 10 essentials, etc.);
· Meal plans during or after the trip;
· Permits needed (see In the Field, Page 4);
· Safety issues such as terrain, dangerous wildlife, etc. and required precautions and preparations;
· Return time -- ask if they have any special requirements to return early (for carpools);
· Ask about their photography interests and let them know that while instruction is not part of a field trip, leaders are usually willing to answer questions.

Carpools and Meeting Place

· Establish carpool needs and give contact information to potential carpoolers (they make the contact, not leader).

· Remind carpoolers to equitably compensate driver’s costs.  There is no official amount per mile set by the Mountainers, so riders can pay for gas or split costs with the driver if agreed upon before trip. 

· Give meeting time and detailed directions to carpool rendezvous or trailhead. If applicable, include alternate meeting place for latecomers to weekend trips.  Tell each participant what time you will LEAVE the meeting place.  
· Remind participants to get to carpool rendezvous early if they need time to load stuff into carpool cars.

Disclaimer:  carpooling is an effective way to limit the number of vehicles at trailheads, to save fuel, and to meet other trip participants.  Carpools are set up as a convenience to members, but are not an undertaking of The Mountaineers.  Drivers and riders participate in carpooling on a voluntary basis.

The Mountaineers makes no claims as the vehicle condition and worthiness, driver ability, or rider appropriateness.

Drivers must carry the state minimum required insurance and possess and valid driver’s license.  No liability will result to The Mountaineers from voluntary carpooling.

Special Considerations for Trip Participants

· If trip members will be spread out, ask if they can bring personal communication radios or mobile phones.

· For longer trips, hold a pre-trip meeting with the participants to pass out information.

· For strenuous trips, prescreen participants as to skills, physical condition, health problems etc.

· Specialty trips (kayak, snowshoe, and scramble) require special training and skills for both leaders and participants.  These are covered in a separate handout.

Things to Remind Participants:

· No shows are penalized and may be removed from future trip sign-ups.
· We will leave the meeting place promptly at the designated DEPARTURE time. 

· No one will leave the trip or separate from the group without letting the leader know.
